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The View from the Back 

For years I have sat near the front of the room at our meetings so that I could see without using my 

glasses.  Today I decided to sit at the back of the room to see the differences between sitting in the 

front of the room or the back of the room.  Michael Hawks, being the Boy Scout that he is, immediately 

noticed that I was sitting in a different location and wanted to know why.  Being a former Boy Scout 

myself, I had no choice but to tell the truth.  My observation from the back of the room is that the 

members sitting there are younger than the members sitting in the front of the room.  I also noticed 

that, since I was sitting close to the food line, I was able to say òhelloó to several members that I never 

see because they always sit in the back while I sit in the front.   Finally, I discovered that, rather than to 

listen to President Kevin talking about that beer-drinking school east of the mountains, I was able to 

daydream by looking at the green fields with orange cones and seagulls (not Everett High School Sea-

gulls).  It reminded me of the time when I was at Everett High School when we captured a seagull at the 

dump and let it loose in the gym, where unfortunately it resided for several weeks.  It was nice sitting 

with Deb Wright, Gary Meisner (he usually sits up front with the rest of us old guys), Mayor Stephan-

son, Ted Wenta, John Rettenmier, Judge Michael Downes and Jim Schrader. 

 

Opening 

The 32nd meeting of the Year of Kevin started six minutes late due to technical difficulties with the 

Power Point presentation to be used in the program.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, Sonya Kraski, the 

County Clerk, gave the Thought of the Day in memory of her Mother who passed away three weeks 

ago.  Sonya read a poem (The Dash) which indicated that all our time on earth begins with our date of 

birth, followed by a dash, ending on our date of death.  The poem asks, òHow is your dash?  Are you 

proud of your dash?  Can you improve your dash?ó  Dr. Mark Valentine showed that not only is he a 

talented doctor specializing in dermatology, but he is also a talented rock-and-roll singer.  He received a 

nice round of applause from the Club for his rendition of òI Wonõt Back Downó by Tom Petty.  Past 

President Roy Yates introduced guests who included several relatives of the Students of the Month.  

Save the Date 
Wheelerõs Meeting, March 16th, Tremors, 11:15am 

Board Meeting, March 19th, Bethany at Pacific, 3rd Floor Chapel, 7:30am 

El Paraiso Fellowship, April 15th, 5:30-7:00pm, Colby & California 

District Assembly, April 17th, Kwantlen University-Surrey (Club pays $35.00 registration fee) - Contact is Randy Hansen 

Rotary Park Clean Up - April 24th, Contact is Jason Chang 

District Conference, May 14-16th, Tulalip resort & casinoñContact Julie Frauenholtz for registration information  

Mark Valentine  

Rocks The House! 



Business Pearl 

Julie Frauenholtz gave the Business Pearl and made me feel old since I remember when she was in high school with one 

of my daughters.  Julie indicated that, when she was younger and worked for the YMCA, she saw no reason why she 

needed supervision.  Now that she works for the Childrenõs Services Division of the Department of Social & Health 

Services of the State of Washington, she wishes she had a supervisor, but because of reduction in staff, she has none.  

She emphasized that, as she has grown older, she realizes we all need older mentors.  I guess thatõs why I usually sit in 

the front of the room with the older members. 

 

Students of the Month 

The Students of the Month were asked to speak on Service Above Self.  Erin Parks, Student of the Month from Cascade 

High School, talked about her church mission trip to Mexico, her experience in Camp Fire, and how she loves to play the 

flute.  Erin plans to attend college but hasnõt selected a major.  She said she was a work in progress, but after hearing her 

presentation, I think she is a nearly finished product who will do wonderful things in her life.  Sarah Willard, Student of 

the Month from Everett High School (the school of champions), talked about her service projects through the Girl Scouts.  

She is also very active in the Torch Honor Society and in the planning of a dance for Special Needs students.  Jillian Stam-

pher, Student of the Month from Archbishop Murphy High School, talked about her wonderful education at the school 

and how much she enjoyed participating in theater productions and working on the newspaper at the school.  She also 

loved working with the children at Camp Patterson.  As usual, the students did a great job and I have no doubt will be 

successful in their lives and in their careers.  This is important to me in that we need lots of young people to succeed in 

their careers so that they can pay Social Security Taxes so I can continue to draw my Social Security payment each 

month. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Kristie Dutton announced the upcoming meeting of the Fellowship Committee.  Ralph Quaas asked us to contribute, and we did, to the Interact 

Club effort to raise money for Haiti.  Pastor Paul Stoot, in his churchõs attempt to raise 12,000 pounds of items to aid in Haiti, brought some 

large baggies, and asked that those that wanted to participate fill a baggie with items desperately needed in Haiti.  Ed Petersen gave the short 

version of his trip to Ethiopia with 57 Rotarians to help eradicate polio.  Ed will present the long version of this great experience at a future 

Program: Cancer Clinic Update  

Gail Larson introduced Dr. William Wisbeck who graduated from the University of Washington 

and from the University of Washington Medical School, and completed his residency at the Univer-

sity of Washington.  No wonder he is such a good doctor.  His specialty is radiation oncology.  Dr. 

Wisbeck discussed the Providence Cancer Care Partnership which was formed in 2007 and is lo-

cated in a brand new building adjacent to the Colby Campus of the Hospital.  The partners are the 

Providence Health System, The Everett Clinic, Western Washington Medical Group, and North-

west Washington Radiation Oncology Associates.  These competitors have joined together in the 

same building to avoid duplication and to provide outstanding cancer treatment which rivals or 

exceeds such treatment anywhere in the State of Washington.  The only cancer care which is not 

provided here in Everett is bone marrow transplants.  Dr. Wisbeck, who is the Medical Director 

for the Radiation Oncology Division of the Cancer Care Partnership, indicated that the radiation 

equipment in use at the Center cost in excess of $15 million, and is used by 100+ patients each day, which is the largest usage in the Northwest.  

The Tomo Therapy machine, which is one of only 150 in the world, allows a partial or full dose of radiation to specific areas of the body.  The 

Trilogy Image Guidance System allows the radiation beam to move with a patientõs breathing so that the radiation beam is on the cancer area 

and not on other parts of the body.  The heavy lead blocks to prevent damage from the non-cancer areas of the body are no longer necessary 

because the equipment being used today is fine tuned so that the radiation beam only hits the cancer area. 

 

One of the great advantages of having all of the cancer doctors in one location is that, even though they belong to different medical groups, they 

regularly meet in a cancer conference to discuss appropriate treatment for each patient.  As Dr. Casselman pointed out, this is a classic example 

of the trust and collaboration that is necessary to bring competitors together to provide the very best medical care to this community.  Thank 

you, Gail Larson, Dr. Wisbeck, Rick Cooper, and the other medical leaders in this community for putting together a cancer partnership which 

Ending 

President Kevin ended the meeting on time, but I was disappointed that he didnõt ask Dr. Wisbeck how tall he is and if he played basketball. 

And thatõs the way it is. 


